
 
 

Spring cleaning for neighborhood 
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PATERSON — Cleaning up the streets of Paterson's 5th Ward on Saturday was one 
small step in a greater effort toward transforming a troubled, high-crime neighborhood. 
 
Nearly 90 volunteers brought together by St. Paul's Community Development Corp. 
combed streets for about three hours during the morning with rakes, brooms and trash 
bags. The volunteers from the neighborhood churches, the New Jersey Community 
Development Corp.'s Youth Build, AmeriCorps, and Ramapo College's Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority were trying to make a small improvement that would have a lasting effect. 
 

"It shows residents they are not alone," 
said Monique Baptiste, executive director 
of the St. Paul CDC. "We want to partner 
with them to improve the community. It's 
important to reach out to residents." 
 
St. Paul's CDC has been working for the 
last several years to improve the 5th 
Ward, which has been plagued by high 
crime and high unemployment. Saturday 
marked the fifth year St. Paul's has 
teamed up with First AME Zion Church 
and the United Presbyterian Church to 
organize a springtime Operation Clean          
Up. 
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The Rev. David Wolf, pastor of St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church, said the annual event 
aims to demonstrate the groups' 
involvement in the community. 

Shawn Wilson, along with children Zahnae, 
7, and Zaire, 11, pitch in Saturday during a 
neighborhood cleanup in Paterson.  

 
"We wanted to send a message that we are committed to transformative change and 
fundamentally improving the quality of life for residents," Wolf said. 
 
St. Paul's and other community organizations have had some victories in the 
neighborhood. They successfully advocated closing the Rainbow Motel, which served as 
a hub for crime. St. Paul's CDC also is involved in building affordable housing and 
rehabilitating existing homes. In addition, its advocates are pushing for new police foot 
and bike patrols, which they consider more effective than patrolling the neighborhood by 



car, Wolf said. Paterson Area Congregations Together, a new coalition of six religious 
groups that is trying to improve the 5th Ward, has grown out of these efforts. 
 
"We are committed not just to incremental change but to transformative change," Wolf 
said. 
 
Frank Geier, a member of the St. Paul's congregation, volunteered for the cleanup 
yesterday because he thought it was important to send a message to residents. 
 
"We feel we have to be here getting our hands dirty or we don't have credibility,'' he said. 
 


